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Gentlemen," _ 
HE Reaſon of my ad- 
direſſing you in this 
Manner, is from the known 
Worth of your Abilities and 
5 Merit, 


1 


('vi 0 : 

Merit, that when any Thing 
18 propoſed for the Benefit of 
Trade, and the Good of the 
People, F have often been a 
Witneſs of your Zeal in the 

Promotion of i It. === = You have - 
now a great Opportunity to ; 
eſtabliſh {till farther that great | 
and good Opinion which all 
the trading Parts of the World 
have of you, by « encouraging 
the few Hints which are men- 
tioned in the following Page "op 
particularly thoſe Laws re- 

lating to the Poor, which are Y 

of the greateſt Conſequence 
to 


1 
to the City c of FEE which 


+32 if once put into Execution, 


g would clear the Streets of 
thoſe Vagrants and idle Peo- 
ple, who, now infeſt them i in, 
ſuch a Manner, as makes i - 
dangerous to the honeſt Part 
of the Community to proceed 
in their lawful Callings. 


* hope I ſhall ſoon ſee the 
ood Effect proceed from this, 
eſpecially as the Time of the 
Year calls upon you to chuſe 
thoſe Gentlemen who are both 
able 12 villing to doi it, and | 
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Method "er to prevent 
the many ROBBERIES, Ke. 


T is with great Pleaſure, I fee there js 
ſome publick Spirit ſtill remains in the 
the Breaſts of us Engliſomen. 


1 mean as to Encouragement for Artiſts, 
Manufacturies, and Sciences, which I may 
venture to ſay are the Bulwarks of the En- 


gh Nation. 


For when once we ſuffer them in the 
leaſt to droop, goodbye Liberty and Proper- 
ty; — Though I muſt fay they have been 
lately ſtruck at by our Neighbours and Ri- 

vals in Trade, by an Encouragement for all 


Foreigners to come and ſettle, in order to 
=: improve 
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| improve them the End of which, will be 
the entire Deſtruction of our Navigation, 
which now, and I always hope will ſupport 
its Dignity, and alſo be a Scourge and Ter- 
Tour to our Enemies, without which our 
* muſt be entirely loſt. 


Meg + herefore I hope we ſhall al join with 
one Voice to find out ſome Ways and Means 
to continue that ſo valuable a Bleſſing a- 
mongſt us, which was begun with ſo much 
Labour and Expence, and now brought to 
ſo great a Perfection. 


I am very glad to OR Method propoſed 
to do this, by a Paragraph lately inſerted 
in one of our daily Papers, (and without 
Detriment. to any Individual) a Scheme TI 
hope will not be ſtifled in its Infancy (which 
it too often the Caſe when a Great Man is 
not the Patron) — more eſpecially when a 
Fund may be raiſed to ſupport the induſtri- 
ous poor Manufacturer, and keep him at 
Home with his Family; which if he is 
obliged. to ſeck a Support from our Rivals 
Abroad, he will bring a great Loſs to his 


native Country, and 3 his Poor F amuily + 
to 


r p 
to become burthenſome to their Pariſhs 
: which i is a double Loſs to us. 


But 1 bovis the latter will 10900 us Fm 
a Lethargy which is too prone to Engli/h- 
men, and oblige us to give our joiut Conſent in 
the Method I entirely agree upon, with 
my worthy unknown, where he can have 
his Vote in the Diſtribution of their Ca- 
pital ; which unleſs he agrees to muſt in- 
—_ fall 80 each ns more or 


The Method J propoſe, is, that whereas 
there is a Number of Livery Companies 
in this City of London, whoſe Capital is 
very large, and ſtill have a large Surplus 
above the Intention of the Donors, whoſe 
Properties I would not in the leaſt vio- 
late: Theſe I recommend to advance a 
Sum equal to their Capital; the Corpora- 
tions throughout England to do the ſame, 
which would redound gteatly to the then 
reigning Members of each, and alſo make 
a glorious Figure in our own A a 
Century hence. 

MS: I 


— 
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I cannot help taking Notice here of the 
glorious Example our great Corporation of 

London ſhewed us in the Vear 1745 (a 
Time I hope I ſhall never ſee again) when 
they advanced a large Sum of Money, for 
the Good and Support of our poor Fellow- 
Creatures, who fonght our Battles in the 
North, againſt thoſe unnatural Subjects; and by 
which Support, that was alſo followed by 
ſeveral Companies and Corporations at that 
Time, we now feel the Comfort of, and 
$9 we ſhall 3 in "ng Du more wg more, 


2 Therefore ot that ut 1 high here 
recommended to you will be forwarded with 
Chearfulneſs and Diſpatch (eſpecially when 
it will not be at the Expence of any Indivi- 
dual) and alſo be a great Comfort to our 
own poor Counttymen, to find that there 
is a Fund eſtabliſhed in their S⁹uỹ,&ountry, 
for a Means of a Support for themſelves and 
Families, without being obliged to fcek it 
elſetrhere, which muft certainly be the 
Cabe if there is h Ehcbu * here. 


. 


— N * There- 


(13) 


Therefore I moſt earneſtly entreat you, 
whilſt che Power is yet in your Hands, 
to execute it with that Zeal as becomes 
the W of a Member of the es 


i. Mink ö  foflicient 8 is advanced, 1 
dud recommend it to be depoſited in the 


Chamber of Londbn, to be under the In- 


ſpection at any Time of an Order from the 
Committee of Managers, who I ſhall here- 
after mention, to ſee how the Money has 
been applied from Time to Time; and that 
no Perſon ſhall be employed, but who ſhall 
prove he cannot get Employ from the con- 
W Pater Manufacturer. 5 


| Now as this lt be a Means to keep 
all the poor Manufacturers employed, it 
would alſo keep the Minds of thoſe induftri- 
ous Poor from idle Thoughts, and commit- 
ing Hoſtilities, or rather worſe Crimes on 
their Fellow-Creatures, which in the End 
would bring Deſtruction on themſelves and 

Family; and what is ſtill worie, the Com- 
munity is finking when apy one uſcful Mem- 


ber is taken from it. 
| D 
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\ I hope this laſt will have ſome Effect 
upon us, eſpecially when it has been men- 
tioned and recommended to us by his moſt 


| gracious Majeſty in his Speech from the 


Throne, to endeavour to put a Stop to the 


audacious Villanies and Robberies committed 


in this great Metropolis, occafioned by the 
Number of idle People, who I am afraid 
the chief Part are our poor Manufacturers, 


who I am inclined to hope their Principles 


are not ſo far prejudiced as to make them 


continue in their bad Ways, was there a 


proper Place to apply, to det an | honeſt 
Employ for their dail y Bread. x 


This I am inclined to 8 po" be 
one Way to rid the Streets of a Peſt of 
People (who as they are) is dangerous to the 
honeſt Part of Mankind to proceed in their 
lawful Way, to get a Support for their Fa- 
milies; and if it is not hindered will cer- 
tainly bring thoſe whoſe Principles are yet 
untainted, to doing that which is contrary to 
their preſent Inclinations, 


1 ſhall now proceed to a Method 1 
propoſed in the former Part of my Letter, to 


point 


(15) 
- point out thoſe I think ought to have the 
; W and ee IE of this Fund 


Firſt, e have the Maſter and War- 
| dens of 2500 Company, the Mayor and two 
more · of each Corporation; alſo if any Com- 
pany of Manufacturers eſtabliſned in any 
Part of Eng land, ſhould think proper to ſend 
their Mite; three Perſons whom they ſhall 
agree upon, to be Members amongſt the 
reſt of the Managers; and laſtly the Chamber- 
lain of London for the Time being, whoſe 
Senriments are always inclined to do Juſtice 
to the Poor (eſpecially the * preſent) whoſe 
Accompliſhments are ſuch as deſerve the 
Eſteem of all Mankind, therefore may well 
be called the F ather of the Poor, 


The Gentlemen who belong to the ſeveral 
Companies and Corporations, will doubtleſs 
amount to a great many, therefore I would 
not have a Court holden with a Number 
leſs than thirteen, the Chairman always | 
to have the caſting Voice ; the Lord Mayor 
for the Time being, always to be Preſident; 
every Body coming, who are proper Repre- 
ſentatives, 
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(36) 5 : 


ſentatives, to have Voices; and that What 


ſoever Buſineſs is done at each Meeting to 
be allowed as valid. 


; "# 


A general Meeting of the Managers to 


be holden annually, and that Notice ſhould 


be ſent to cach Manager by Letter, by 
the Secretary belonging to the Managers of 
ſuch Meeting, at leaſt one Month before 


the faid Meeting, and alſo to be publiſhed | 
in two of the publick daily News-Papers, 
in order that every Body may be acquainted 


with it; alſo an Acccount to be publiſhed 
annually of the Minutes of their Proceed- 


ings, which in all likelihood would be a 


Means to the Encouragement of Private | 
Benefactions. 


But ſhall fabrait myſelf to the Opinion 
of thoſe whoſe Talents are far ſuperior to 


mine for them to ſettle a Method for the Ap- 


plication of the Money and Management 


for the induſtrious poor nnn 


80 1 hey leave that the Publick wil | 


excuſe the Imperfections herein pointed out, 
and take it as I mean it, the honeſt Intenti- 


3 ons 


4 


-cips of a Perſon who 8 1 ſhall ever 
make it bis Study to be a uſeful Member to 
the Community, b pee to this great and 3 85 
Aouriſhing: Carpe 25 
rn $539 Sch 975 7 91 
| 1 dons eee 
5 my aſdreſaid Thoughts, which J hope will 
_ ſhow a ſufficient Reaſon to continue and 
encourage ont poor Manufacturers at Home, d 
more particularly for the Uſe of their Coun- 
try and alſo a; Comfort to their Families, 
which. laſt Mative.. I. hope our eſtabliſhed | 
Religion will plead ſtrongly in our Faves 
vic. to da good to our Neighbour. = 
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— 


Id I mean a8 to our Mauufactuties at Hobie; ; 
It is: the: Intereſt of a trading Nation to 
encourage and confine* their Sciences to 
themſelves, which in the End, advances 
— their! Intereſt Abroad, and commands the 
_ of the People N eise 
Sao: $ 2923] v8 Nen t ieee 


(18) | 
There is a worthy * Magiſtrate of the 
y of Weſtminſter, who has been, and is 
U indefatigable in having our Laws put 
full Force, which are now -ſubſiſting, 
relating to the Poor, and are the beſt in 
the World, but the worſt executed. He 
has recommended it to the Publick in a 
Book lately publiſhed, concerning the pre- 
venting of Robberies committed in and 
about this great Metropolis, which if 1 
* | could: have my Wich, -ſhould be ſent to 
very Pariſh in London and. Weſtminfer, 
wherein they may ſee at one View, the 
Abſtracts from ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
wherein each Pariſh are obliged to pro- 1 
vide for their indigent Poor, and alſo be 
the only Means to leſſen the Expence to 
1 the e of each BE Galle 
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But the: chick Motive" 1 enbntioned” that 
en Gentleman's Book, was in Relation 


to our Manufacturies to be kept at Home, 


| which 
* Henry Fielding, Eſq; ks TN 
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(19) 


which ! 1s always political for a State, which 
i ever it wanders, is ſure to be at our Ex-. 
pence, and that at no leſs a Loſs than the 
1 of the whole, 


In order to prevent it, let us give a ſuf- 
* ficient Encouragement to the Manufacturies 


here eſtabliſhed (as that worthy Gentleman 
ſays) then you may be ſure to continue 


them among us; for without that, they 
may be drawn away for a ſmall Premium 


But the chiefeſt Reaſon for an PEE 
ragement here is, that by paying them 


ſo well, you oblige all the foreign Mar- 
| kets to come to you for your Product, by : 
| Reaſon they cannot have them elſewhere; 
and by our own People being employed 
to their Satisfaction at Home, as our 


| Neighbours Abroad not being able to carry 
on any Manufactury without ſome of our 


c 2 © As 


(20) 
As a farther Encouragement 1 would : 
recommend a ſmall Proviſion for thoſe. I 
who have been fo unfortunate. and obliged 
to fly their Country from their Creditors 
for trifling Sums, which if once was made 
known, we ſhould have our Countrymen.. 
flock Home from all the Manufacturies 
Abroad, 1n order to enjoy that little al- 
| lotted for them, which would be more 5 
Comfort in their own Country than twice 
the Value in a ſtrange Land, where they 
are looked upon as Enemies to the 9 
tives of the Place _ are — 


New let us look lars dhe Conſequence 
of ſuch Indulgence. to our oor 3 Artifts..; 201 
W 
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22 


s * 


Our Neohbouts ain Rivals i in Trade will: 
be deſtitute of a Manfactury to their Coun«! 
try; which every Body muſt allow is the 

brighteſt Gem the greateſt Monarch has in 
his Crown; therefore I hope, as. this can be. 
done 


(21) al” 


done (without Expence to any Individual) 


I T ſhall foon {ee it put into Execution, 


But the greateſt Blefling I foreſee that Hp 
will attend this great Affair is, that we ſhall + 


have our Manufacturies in fo great Eſteem 


Foreigners for their Commiſſions, we ſhall - 
be ovyned, for our Produce: | 1 


Then on the ak Hand, we (hall ws 


all our induſtrious Poor employed, conſe- 
quently our Taxes in general reduced, the 
Streets cleared of an obnoxious Set of People 
: (as they are now) whoſe Inclinations and Care 


is to ſeek out thoſe whom they may devour ; 
and laſtly anſwer that great and good End his | 


moſt gracious Majeſty has fo tenderly thought 
of, and recommended to the legiſlative Pow- 


er, for the 5 Iutety and * of his 
1 People a 5 25 
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Abroad, that inſtead of being obligated to 
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